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King Charles III ascended to the throne 
automatically, silently and instantly 
on Thursday 8th September 2022 at the 
death of his mother Queen Elizabeth 
II. His Majesty will serve with his 
wife Camilla, the Queen Consort, 
by his side.

Queen Consort 
This is a title given to the wife of a 
reigning King. 

Early Life
Born on November 14th 1948, at 
Buckingham Palace, London, King Charles 
III is the eldest child of Queen Elizabeth 
II and her husband Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh. His early years of schooling 
were provided by private tutors, before he 
attended various schools and eventually 
joined the distinguished Gordonstoun 
boarding school in Scotland.

Prince Charles later attended 
Cambridge University and became the 
first heir to the British crown to be 
awarded a degree in 1970.

At his mother’s request, the young prince also 
spent a term at the University College of Wales, 
Aberystwyth, to facilitate his learning of the 
Welsh language in preparation for his investiture 
as Prince of Wales. Later, the then Prince Charles 
attended the Royal Air Force College - where 
he reportedly became an excellent pilot - and 
thereafter the Royal Naval College, Dartmouth.

Heirs and Family Life
On 29th July 1981, the then Prince of Wales 
married Lady Diana Spencer in St Paul’s 
Cathedral. Lady Diana became Her Royal 
Highness The Princess of Wales and there was 
widespread excitement about the newlyweds. 
Together they had two 
sons: Prince William 
was born in 1982 
and Prince Harry 
followed in 1984.
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King Charles IIIThe Prince and Princess of Wales were a hugely 
popular couple, they undertook numerous 
overseas tours and official engagements together 
where they were often met with large, applauding 
crowds. There were high hopes for them to enjoy 
a long and happy marriage, however, their plan 
to separate was announced in 1992.

Later Life
In recent years, The King received much counsel 
and support from his lifelong friend, Camilla 
Parker Bowles. Buckingham Palace announced 
that the couple would marry and the ceremony 
took place on 9th April 2005 at the Guildhall, 
Windsor. Following their vows, Mrs Parker 
Bowles was granted the title Her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of Cornwall. 

The King is an avid gardener as well as enjoying 
many other pursuits. He delights in watercolour 
painting, particularly pictures of his gardens at 
his 900-acre Gloucestershire estate, Highgrove. 
The King has been operating a working farm from 
Highgrove, since 1985. The farm supplies organic 
produce to a large supermarket and The King 
describes Highgrove as a ‘haven for wildlife’.

Charities and Causes
King Charles III has long made his strength of 
feeling on climate change and biodiversity loss 
known. One of his first speeches concerning the 
subject was given as long ago as 1970.

Aside from using his own charitable 
trusts and projects to further his 
climate-based agenda, he has also 
attended and spoken at numerous 
environmental conferences and 
forums. This passion for the planet is 
something which he shares with his 
son and heir, Prince William. 

“What good is all the extra wealth 
in the world, gained from ‘business 
as usual’, if you can do nothing 
with it except watch it burn in 
catastrophic conditions.”

The late Queen Elizabeth II left quite 
a legacy in her wake, The King will 
follow in the footsteps of his ‘dear 
Mama’, as he called her, endeavouring 
to acquire the same love and 
respect that she commanded for so 
many years.
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Questions
1. Where did King Charles III learn Welsh? Tick one. 

   Royal Air Force College
   Trinity College
   University College of Wales

   Buckingham Palace

2. Look at this sentence. Underline the word which tells us that Gordonstoun was a famous 
school with a long history. 

His early years of schooling were provided by private tutors, before he attended various 
schools and eventually joined the distinguished Gordonstoun boarding school in Scotland.

3. Look at the first paragraph.  

Find and copy one word which means ‘to take a royal position’. 

 

4. Fill in the missing words. 

The King is an                    gardener as well as  enjoying many other                                       . 

5. What did King Charles III achieve in 1970? 

 

6. Look at this quote from the text: 

‘… The King will follow in the footsteps of  his ‘dear Mama’, as he called her…’ 

What does this affectionate reference to his late mother tell you about Queen Elizabeth II? 

  

  

 

King Charles III
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7. Queen Elizabeth II reigned over many monumental changes in the UK. 
How do you predict the UK will change during King Charles III’s reign? 

  

  

 

8. Summarise the most important facts you have learnt about King Charles III from this text 
in 35 words or fewer. 

  

  

 

King Charles III
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Answers
1. Where did King Charles III learn Welsh? Tick one. 

   Royal Air Force College
   Trinity College
   University College of Wales

   Buckingham Palace

2. Look at this sentence. Underline the word which tells us that Gordonstoun was a famous 
school with a long history. 

His early years of schooling were provided by private tutors, before he attended various 
schools and eventually joined the distinguished Gordonstoun boarding school in Scotland.

3. Look at the first paragraph.  

Find and copy one word which means ‘to take a royal position’. 
ascended

4. Fill in the missing words. 

The King is an avid gardener as well as enjoying many other pursuits. 

5. What did King Charles III achieve in 1970? 

The King achieved a degree in 1970.

6. Look at this quote from the text: 

‘… The King will follow in the footsteps of  his ‘dear Mama’, as he called her…’ 

What does this affectionate reference to his late mother tell you about Queen Elizabeth II? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: This affectionate reference to Queen Elizabeth II tells 
me that she and The King had a close relationship and that he held her in very high 
regard. It also suggests to me that he probably misses her very much.

7. Queen Elizabeth II reigned over many monumental changes in the UK. 
How do you predict the UK will change during King Charles III’s reign? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I predict that King Charles III will reign over a country 
that grows and evolves in many ways. For example, I think that there will continue to 
be lots more technological advances and that new cures and treatments will be found 
for people who are unwell.

King Charles III
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8. Summarise the most important facts you have learnt about King Charles III from this text 
in 35 words or fewer. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Charles III became monarch in 2022 aged 73. He was 
born in 1948 in Buckingham Palace and his mother was Queen Elizabeth II. He has two 
sons and enjoys gardening and studying the natural world.

King Charles III
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King King 
Charles IIICharles III
King Charles III ascended to the throne 
automatically, silently and instantly on Thursday 
8th September 2022 at the death of his mother 
Queen Elizabeth II. His Majesty will serve with his 
wife Camilla, the Queen Consort, by his side.

Early Life
Born on November 14th 1948, at Buckingham 
Palace, King Charles III is the eldest child of the 
late Queen Elizabeth II and her husband Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Young Charles has 
been described by those close to him, as a timid 
and sensitive child. The lengthy and frequent 
separations from his parents - particularly his 
mother - caused by boarding school and their 
Royal commitments overseas - were a source of 
great distress for the young Prince.

Having boarded at Gordonstoun school 
in Elgin, Scotland, King Charles III later 
attended Trinity College, Cambridge 
becoming the first heir to the British crown 
to be awarded a bachelor’s degree in 1970.

At his mother’s request, The King also spent 
a term at the University College of Wales, 
(Aberystwyth) to facilitate his learning of 
the Welsh language in preparation for his 
investiture as Prince of Wales. Later in his 
youth, the then Prince Charles attended 
the Royal Air Force College - where he 
reportedly became an excellent pilot.

The King became heir apparent at the age 
of three on his mother’s, Queen Elizabeth 
II, accession to the throne following the 
death of her father King George VI.

Heirs and Family Life
On 29th July 1981, the then Prince of Wales 
married Lady Diana Spencer in St Paul’s 
Cathedral. Lady Diana became Her Royal 
Highness The Princess of Wales and there 
was widespread excitement and jubilation 
about the newlyweds. Together they had 
two sons: Prince William (21st June 1982); 
and Prince Harry (15th September 1984).
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King Charles IIIThe Prince and Princess of Wales were a hugely 
popular couple, they undertook numerous 
overseas tours and official engagements together 
where they were frequently met with large, 
adoring crowds. There were high hopes for 
them to enjoy a long and happy marriage, 
sadly it was not to be and their plan 
to separate was announced in 1992.

Later Life
In more recent years, The King received 
much counsel and support from his lifelong 
friend: Camilla Parker Bowles. Buckingham 
Palace announced that the couple would 
be married and the ceremony took place on 
9th April 2005 at the Guildhall, Windsor. 
Following their vows, Mrs Parker Bowles 
was granted the title Her Royal Highness the 
Duchess of Cornwall. 

The King is a passionate gardener as well as 
enjoying many other pursuits. In his spare time 
- of which there is little - he delights in painting 
his own watercolours, particularly those of 
his gardens at his 900-acre Gloucestershire 
retreat, Highgrove. The King has been operating 
a working farm - Home Farm - from Highgrove, 
since 1985. The farm supplies organic produce 
to a large supermarket and The King describes 
Highgrove as a ‘haven for wildlife’.

Charities and Causes
The Prince’s Trust was established by King Charles 
III in 1976 when he was still the Prince of Wales. 
The organisation's central aim is to support 
vulnerable children and young people; supporting 
them to achieve qualifications and providing 
guidance towards long-term employment.

King Charles III has long made his 
strength of feeling on climate change 
and biodiversity loss known. One 
of his first speeches concerning the 
subject was given as long ago as 1970. 
Aside from using his own charitable 
trusts and projects to further his 
climate-based agenda, he has also 
attended and spoken at numerous 
environmental conferences and 
forums. This passion for the planet is 
something which he shares with his 
son and heir, Prince William. 

The late Queen Elizabeth II left an 
inspiring legacy in her wake, The 
King will follow in the footsteps of 
his ‘dear Mama’, as he called her, 
endeavouring to acquire the same love 
and respect that she commanded for 
so many years.

“What good is all the 
extra wealth in the 
world, gained from 
‘business as usual’, if 
you can do nothing 
with it except watch 
it burn in catastrophic 
conditions.”

Prince Harry

Prince William
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Questions
1. Where was King Charles III born? Tick one. 

   Clarence House
   Gordonstoun
   Buckingham Palace
   Windsor 

2. Draw four lines and match each person to their relationship to The King. 

Queen Elizabeth II The King’s father

Duke of Edinburgh The King’s grandfather

Prince William The King’s mother

King George VI The King’s son
 

3. Look at the section called Early Life. 
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘shy’. 

 

4. What was King Charles III awarded in 1970? 

 

5. Fill in the missing words. 

The King became heir                        at the age of three on his mother’s, Queen Elizabeth II, 

                                               to the throne following the death of her father King George VI. 

6. Prince William is now heir to the throne. How do you think he felt when his father, King 
Charles III, became king? 

 

 

 

King Charles III
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7. How do you think King Charles III will compare to his mother Queen Elizabeth II? 

 

 

 

8. Summarise how King Charles III used his influence to support causes which are 
important to him. 

 

 

 

9. Discuss your understanding of the purpose of the Royal Family. 

 

 

 

King Charles III

https://www.regentstudies.com


Answers
1. Where was King Charles III born? Tick one. 

   Clarence House
   Gordonstoun
   Buckingham Palace
   Windsor 

2. Draw four lines and match each person to their relationship to The King. 

Queen Elizabeth II The King’s father

Duke of Edinburgh The King’s grandfather

Prince William The King’s mother

King George VI The King’s son
 

3. Look at the section called Early Life. 
Find and copy one word which means the same as ‘shy’. 
timid

4. What was King Charles III awarded in 1970? 

The King achieved a degree in 1970.

5. Fill in the missing words. 
The King became heir apparent at the age of three on his mother’s, Queen Elizabeth II, 
accession to the throne following the death of her father King George VI. 

6. Prince William is now heir to the throne. How do you think he felt when his father, King 
Charles III, became king? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think Prince William would have felt a huge range of 
emotions. Sadness at the recent death of his grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II, pride at 
seeing his father realise his destiny of becoming King and perhaps some trepidation at 
stepping into the role of heir apparent.

King Charles III
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7. How do you think King Charles III will compare to his mother Queen Elizabeth II? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think King Charles III will be a very different monarch 
to Queen Elizabeth II because he has had his whole life to shape his own personality 
whereas she became monarch at such a young age that she hardly had any opportunity 
to be an adult away from the crown. I also think he might be slightly more visible than 
Queen Elizabeth II had been in her recent years as she had struggled with 
mobility issues.

8. Summarise how King Charles III used his influence to support causes which are 
important to him. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Before he became king Prince Charles used his influence 
to further the discussion around climate change, biodiversity loss and the importance 
of protecting the environment. He also put a huge amount of time into supporting young 
people through qualifications and into work.

9. Discuss your understanding of the purpose of the Royal Family. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The purpose of the Royal family is as a figurehead and 
team of representatives for the UK. They champion important causes and give their 
support to vital areas of growth and research such as climate change, mental health 
and education of young children.

King Charles III
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King Charles III ascended to the throne 
automatically, silently and instantly on 
Thursday 8th September 2022 at the death 
of his mother the late Queen Elizabeth II. 
His Majesty serves with his wife Camilla, the 
Queen Consort, by his side.

King King 
Charles IIICharles III

Early Life
Born on November 14th 1948, at 
Buckingham Palace, King Charles III 
is the eldest child of the late Queen 
Elizabeth II and her husband Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. Young Prince 
Charles has been described by those close 
to him, as a timid and sensitive child. 
The lengthy and frequent separations 
from his parents - particularly his 
mother - caused by boarding school 
and their Royal commitments overseas 
- were a source of great distress for the 
young Prince.

Having boarded at Gordonstoun school 
in Elgin, Scotland, King Charles III later 
attended Trinity College, Cambridge 
becoming the first heir to the British 
crown to be awarded a bachelor’s degree 
in 1970. At his mother’s request, The 
King also spent a term at the University 
College of Wales, (Aberystwyth) to 
facilitate his learning of the Welsh 
language in preparation for his 
investiture as Prince of Wales. Later in his 
youth, the then Prince Charles attended 
the Royal Air Force College - where he 
reportedly became an excellent pilot.

Heirs and Family Life
On 29th  July 1981, the then Prince of Wales 
married Lady Diana Spencer in St Paul’s 
Cathedral. Lady Diana became Her Royal 
Highness The Princess of Wales and there was 
widespread excitement and jubilation about the 
newlyweds. Together they had two sons: Prince 
William (21st June 1982); and Prince Harry (15th 
September 1984). Prince William became heir 
apparent on the accession of his father, The King, 
to the throne following the death of the late 
Queen Elizabeth II. The Prince and Princess of 
Wales were an immensely popular couple, they 
undertook numerous overseas tours and official 
engagements together where they were frequently 
met with large, adoring crowds. There were 
high hopes for them to enjoy a long and happy 
marriage; sadly, it was not to be and their plan 
to separate was announced in 1992.

“On an increasingly crowded planet, 
humanity faces many threats - but 
none is greater than climate change. It 
magnifies every hazard and tension of 
our existence.”
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King Charles IIILater Life
In more recent years, The King received much 
counsel and support from his lifelong friend: 
Camilla Parker Bowles. Buckingham Palace 
announced that the couple would be married 
and the ceremony then took place on 9th April 
2005 at the Guildhall, Windsor. Following their 
vows, Mrs Parker Bowles was granted the title 
Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall. 

The King has been operating a working farm - 
Home Farm - from his 900-acre Gloucestershire 
retreat, Highgrove, since 1985. The farm supplies 
organic produce to a large supermarket and The 
King describes Highgrove as a ‘haven for wildlife’.

Charities and Causes
The Prince’s Trust was established by King Charles 
III in 1976 when he was still the Prince of Wales. The 
organisation's central aim is to support vulnerable 
children and young people; supporting them to 
achieve qualifications and providing guidance 
towards long-term employment.

King Charles III has long made his strength of feeling 
on climate change and biodiversity loss known. One of 
his first speeches concerning the subject was given as 
long ago as 1970. Aside from using his own charitable 
trusts and projects to further his climate-based 
agenda, he has also attended and spoken at numerous 
environmental conferences and forums. This passion 
for the planet is something which he shares with his 
son and heir, Prince William, and hopes to make a 
central part of his reign as sovereign. 

At his accession to the throne, King 
Charles III realised the destiny 
which had awaited him since birth; 
in so doing he also set in motion the 
dawning of the next generation of 
royal roles. In his first official address 
as Sovereign, he confirmed what had 
been expected in creating the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge the new 
Prince and Princess of Wales. A new 
royal era begins.

The late Queen Elizabeth II left a 
formidable legacy in her wake, The King 
will follow in the footsteps of his ‘dear 
Mama’, as he called her, endeavouring to 
acquire the same love and respect that 
she commanded for so many years.

“The mistake is to think that clever 
technology can solve everything, but it 
can't solve our relationship with nature, 
which is where I think it's gone wrong in 
that we have somehow abandoned our 
proper connection with nature.”

1948 - King Charles III is born, at the time 
his title is Prince Charles

1952 - Prince Charles’s mother becomes 
Queen and he the heir apparent

1958 - The Queen creates him The 
Prince of Wales

1962 - The Prince begins his first term at 
Gordonstoun School in Scotland

1969 - The Prince spends a term at 
University College of Wales to learn Welsh

1970 - The Prince is awarded a degree

1971- The Prince begins his career in the 
Royal Navy

1981 - The Prince married Lady Diana Spencer

1982 - Prince Charles’ son, Prince William is born

1992 - Prince Charles and Princess Diana 
announce their separation

2005 - The Prince marries Camilla 
Parker Bowles

1984 - Prince Charles’ son, Prince Harry is born
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Questions
1. Who was born in 1982? Tick one. 

   Prince Philip
   Prince William
   Prince Harry 
   Prince Charles

2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

   Prince Charles was born.
   Prince Charles became King Charles III.
   Charles and Camilla were married.
   The Prince’s Trust was established.

3. Look at the section called Charities and Causes.  
Find and copy one word which is a synonym for monarch. 

 

4. Fill in the missing words. 

Having boarded at                            school in Elgin, Scotland, King Charles III later 

attended Trinity College, Cambridge becoming the first                               to the British 

crown to be awarded a bachelor’s degree in 1970.

5. What is the name of King Charles III’s estate in Gloucestershire? 

 

6. Queen Elizabeth II reigned for over 70 years. The UK went through huge changes and 
evolutions in this time.  What major changes do you think King Charles III’s reign will include? 

  

 

 

King Charles III
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7. Look at this quote from King Charles III. 
“What good is all the extra wealth in the world, gained from ‘business as usual’, if you 
can do nothing with it except watch it burn in catastrophic conditions.” 
What does this tell you about him? 

  

 

 

8. How do you think King Charles III felt on becoming king? 

  

 

 

9. Discuss your understanding of the role of the Royal Family. 

  

 

 

10. Do you think that The King will behave differently now he is the sovereign, compared to 
when he was the Prince of Wales?  
Tick one.  

   yes 
   no 
   maybe 

Explain your choice fully, using evidence from the text. 
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Answers
1. Who was born in 1982? Tick one. 

   Prince Philip
   Prince William
   Prince Harry 
   Prince Charles

2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they happened in.

1    Prince Charles was born.
4    Prince Charles became King Charles III.
3    Charles and Camilla were married.
2    The Prince’s Trust was established.

3. Look at the section called Charities and Causes.  
Find and copy one word which is a synonym for monarch. 
sovereign

4. Fill in the missing words. 
Having boarded at Gordonstoun school in Elgin, Scotland, King Charles III later attended 
Trinity College, Cambridge becoming the first heir to the British crown to be awarded a  
bachelor’s degree in 1970.

5. What is the name of King Charles III’s estate in Gloucestershire? 
King Charles III's estate is called Highgrove.

6. Queen Elizabeth II reigned for over 70 years. The UK went through huge changes and 
evolutions in this time.  What major changes do you think King Charles III’s reign will include? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think that the main changes during King Charles III’s reign 
will be further advancing technology, hopefully an end to the war in Ukraine and perhaps 
some medical advancements allowing more people to recover from dangerous illnesses.

7. Look at this quote from King Charles III. 
“What good is all the extra wealth in the world, gained from ‘business as usual’, if you 
can do nothing with it except watch it burn in catastrophic conditions.” 
What does this tell you about him? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: This quote tells me that The King is passionate about the 
environment and believes that there is plenty that rich countries across the world could do to 
help reverse some of the damage that has been done, rather than pretending it is not happening.

King Charles III
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8. How do you think King Charles III felt on becoming king? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think King Charles III would have felt a range of 
emotions. Sadness at the recent loss of his mother, Queen Elizabeth II, gratefulness 
at the outpouring of well wishes from the country and perhaps some nerves at the 
monumental role he had taken.

9. Discuss your understanding of the role of the Royal Family. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: My understanding of the role of the Royal Family is that they 
are a team of high-profile representatives that represent the UK and the common wealth 
across the world. They are a historic institution with no political power but they provide 
support and publicity for important issues such as climate change and mental health.

10. Do you think that The King will behave differently now he is the sovereign, compared to 
when he was the Prince of Wales?  
Explain your choice fully, using evidence from the text.

King Charles III

Acceptable points - Yes 
• Because he has been preparing for the role 
for a long time. 
• He knows that it is a different job to be a 
prince compared to the monarch. 
• Because he respects the monarchy and 
wants to follow in his mother’s footsteps

Acceptable points - No 
• He is sometimes described as outspoken. 
• He is sometimes described as controversial. 
• He has been making his feelings known on 
certain topics for many years.

Award 3 marks for three acceptable points 
or two acceptable points with at least one 
supported with evidence, e.g. 
• The late Queen Elizabeth II left a 
formidable legacy in her wake, The King 
will follow in the footsteps of his ‘dear 
Mama’, as he called her, endeavouring to 
acquire the same love and respect that she 
commanded for so many years. 

• At his accession to the throne, King 
Charles III realised the destiny which had 
awaited him since birth.

Award 2 marks for two acceptable points 
or one acceptable point supported with 
evidence, e.g. 
• Yes because the King has grown up 
watching his mother providing an excellent 
example. He wants to follow in her 
footsteps. 
• No because he has been described as 
outspoken and the Queen was famously 
quiet about important issues.

Award 1 mark for one acceptable point. 
• Yes because he respects the monarchy. 
• No because he is passionate about 
certain causes.

For answers selecting maybe provide points 
in the same way for a mixture of yes 
and no APs.
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